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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Walker et al., 
U.S. Patent Number: 5,862,223 (see PTO-892 form A). 

3. As per claim 1, Walker et al. teaches a method for communicating between a purchaser 
and a plurality of sellers in an online marketplace, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a request for bid for a good or service to the sellers via an electronic network 
(see column 7, lines 8-60 and column 43, lines 35-37), the request for bid not identifying the 
purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-53 and column 13, lines 54-56); 

receiving at least one offer for the good or service from at least one of the sellers via the 
electronic network, the sellers sending the offers not knowing the identity of the purchaser that is 
receiving the offers (see abstract and column 13, lines 54-56); and 

after receiving the offers, communicating a purchase order to one of the sellers that 
submitted an offer in order to purchase the good or service (see column 8, lines 11-14, where 
"binding acceptance notification" is equivalent of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 318 
operates as an acceptance of the offer transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between 
the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" in the application's specification), the purchase order (see 
column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent of "purchase order" 
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defines "purchase order 318 operates as an acceptance of the offer transmitted by the seller 304 
and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" in the application's 
specification) identifying the purchaser (see Fig. 21, column 2, lines 7-10,column 17, lines 3-12, 
column 18, lines 53-62 and column 52, lines 3-8). 

4. As per claim 2, Walker et al. teaches a method of claim 1 described above. Walker et al. 
further teaches comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a statement of interest to the sellers via the electronic network (see column 7, 
lines 8-60), the statement of interest not identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-53); 
and 

receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of the 
sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information not knowing the identity of 
the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61). 

5. As per claim 3, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 2 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches wherein in the step of transmitting the request for bid, the request for bid is 
transmitted to only the sellers that sent the information to the purchaser (see column 7, line 57- 
column 8, line 1). 

6. As per claim 4, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches the step of transmitting the request for bid, the request for bid for the good or 
service is sent to all of the sellers that subscribe to a channel relating to the good or service (see 
column 40, line 5 5 -column 41, line 9). 
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7. As per claim 5, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Walker et 
al. teaches the step of transmitting the request for bid includes the sub-steps of: 

receiving the request for bid at a first user node of the electronic network (see Fig. 1, 
abstract and column 37, lines 9-13) ; 

determining whether or not to send the request for bid to a server node (see Fig. 30, 
column 13, lines 35-39 and column 30, lines 31-34, where "A conventional personal computer or 
computer workstation with sufficient memory and processing capability may be used as central 
controller 200. In one embodiment it operates as a web server. . ." is equivalent of "a server 
node" ); 

forwarding the request for bid to a second user node of the electronic network through a 
direct connection (see column 9, lines 1-5), when it is determined not to send the request for bid 
to the server node (see column 37, lines 30-34); 

sending the request for bid to the server node for publication, when it is determined to 
send the request for bid to the server node (see column 13, lines 35-39 and column 18, lines 43- 

46). 

8. As per claim 6, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 5 described above. Walker et 
al. teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for bid further includes the sub-step of 
publishing the request for bid via the server node to all of the sellers that are subscribed to one or 
more selected channels (see column 18, lines 43-46 and column 37, lines 2-5). 
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9. As per claim 7, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 5 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for bid further includes the sub- 
steps of: 

sending the request for bid from the purchaser to the first user node (see column 37, lines 
6-18); and 

repeating the sub- steps of determining and forwarding until in the determining step a user node 
that received the request for bid decides to send the request for bid to the server node (see Fig. 
30). 

10. As per claim 8, Walker et al. teaches a method for communicating between a purchaser 
and a seller in an online marketplace, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for bid for a good or service from the purchaser via an electronic 
network, the request for bid not identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); 

transmitting an offer for the good or service to the purchaser via the electronic network, 
the seller sending the offer not knowing the identity of the purchaser that is receiving the offer 
(see column 7, line 52-column 8, line 1); and 

receiving a purchase order (see column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance 
notification" is equivalent of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 3 1 8 operates as an 
acceptance of the offer transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the purchaser 
302 and the seller 304" in the application's specification) from the purchaser so as to form a 
contract for purchasing the good or service (see column 7, line 67-column 8, line 1 5), the 
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purchase order (see column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent 
of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 318 operates as an acceptance of the offer 
transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" 
in the application's specification) identifying the purchaser (see Fig. 21, column 2, lines 7- 

10. column 17, lines 3-12, column 18, lines 53-62 and column 52, lines 3-8). 

11. As per claim 9, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 8 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a statement of interest from the purchaser via the electronic network, the 
statement of interest not identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); and 

transmitting information in response to the statement of interest to the purchaser via the 
electronic network, the seller sending the information not knowing the identity of the purchaser 
(see column 7, line 62-column 8, line 1 and column 9, line 66-column 10, line 7). 

12. As per claim 10, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 8 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches wherein the purchase order (see column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding 
acceptance notification" is equivalent of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 318 operates 
as an acceptance of the offer transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the 
purchaser 302 and the seller 304" in the application's specification) is the first communication in 
a transaction that identifies the purchaser to the seller (see Fig. 21, column 2, lines 7-10,column 
17, lines 3-12, column 18, lines 53-62 and column 52, lines 3-8). 

13. As per claim 11, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 8. Walker et al. further 
teaches comprising the step of subscribing to one or more channels for receiving requests for 
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bids, each of the channels relating to different goods or services (see column 40, line 55-column 
41, line 9). 

14. As per claim 12, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 8 described above. Walker et 
al. further teaches wherein the step of receiving the request for bid includes the sub-steps of: 

receiving the request for bid at a first user node of the electronic network (see Fig. 1, 
abstract and column 37, lines 9-13) ; 

determining whether or not to send the request for bid to a server node (see Fig. 30, 
column 13, lines 35-39 and column 30, lines 31-34, where "A conventional personal computer or 
computer workstation with sufficient memory and processing capability may be used as central 
controller 200. In one embodiment it operates as a web server. . ." is equivalent of "a server 
node" ); 

forwarding the request for bid to a second user node of the electronic network through a 
direct connection (see column 9, lines 1-5), when it is determined not to send the request for bid 
to the server node (see column 37, lines 30-34); 

sending the request for bid to the server node for publication, when it is determined to 
send the request for bid to the server node (see column 13, lines 35-39 and column 18, lines 43- 

46). 

15. As per claim 13, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches wherein the step of receiving the request for bid further includes the sub- 
steps repeating the sub-steps of determining and forwarding until in the determining step a user 
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node that received the request for bid decides to send the request for bid to the server node (Fig. 
30). 

16. As per claim 14, Walker et al. teaches a method for operating an online marketplace, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for bid for a good or service from a purchaser, the request for bid not 
identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); 

transmitting the request for bid that does not identify the purchaser (see column 7, lines 
52-53 and column 13, lines 54-56) to a plurality of sellers via an electronic network (see column 
7, lines 8-60 and column 43, lines 35-37); 

receiving at least one offer for the good or service from at least one of the sellers via the 
electronic network, the sellers sending the offers not knowing the identity of the purchaser that 
will receive the offers (see column abstract and column 13, lines 54-56); and transmitting the 
offers to the purchaser (see column 7, line 62-column 8, line 1). 

17. As per claim 15, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 14 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches the method comprising the step of communicating a purchase order (see 
column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent of "purchase order" 
defines "purchase order 318 operates as an acceptance of the offer transmitted by the seller 304 
and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" in the application's 
specification) from the purchaser to one of the sellers that submitted an offer in order to purchase 
the good or service (see column 40, line 55-column 41, line9 and column 43, lines 38-44), the 
purchase order (see column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent 
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of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 318 operates as an acceptance of the offer 
transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" 
in the application's specification) identifying the purchaser (see Fig. 21, column 2, lines 7- 
10,column 17, lines 3-12, column 18, lines 53-62 and column 52, lines 3-8). 

18. As per claim 16, Walker et ah teaches the method of claim 14 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a statement of interest from a purchaser via the electronic network, the 
statement of interest not identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 8-60 and column 7, lines 
52-53); 

transmitting the statement of interest that does not identify the purchaser to the sellers via 
the electronic network (see column 7, lines 8-60 and column 7, lines 52-53); 

receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of the 
sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information not knowing the identity of 
the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); and transmitting the information to the purchaser (see 
column 7, line 62-column 8, line 1). 

19. As per claim 17, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 16. Walker et al. further 
teaches wherein in the step of transmitting the request for bid, the request for bid is transmitted to 
only the sellers that sent the information in response to the statement of interest (see column 7, 
line 53-column 8, line 1). 
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20. As per claim 18, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 14 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches the step of transmitting the request for bid, the request for bid for the good 
or service is sent to all of the sellers that subscribe to a channel relating to the good or service 
(see column 40, line 55-column 41, line 9). 

21. As per claim 19, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 14 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for bid includes the sub-steps 

of: 

receiving the request for bid at a first user node of the electronic network (see Fig. 1, 
abstract and column 37, lines 9-13) ; 

determining whether or not to send the request for bid to a server node (see Fig. 30, 
column 13, lines 35-39 and column 30, lines 31-34, where "A conventional personal computer or 
computer workstation with sufficient memory and processing capability may be used as central 
controller 200. In one embodiment it operates as a web server. . is equivalent of "a server 
node" ); 

forwarding the request for bid to a second user node of the electronic network through a 
direct connection (see column 9, lines 1-5), when it is determined not to send the request for bid 
to the server node (see column 37, lines 30-34); 

sending the request for bid to the server node for publication, when it is determined to 
send the request for bid to the server node (see column 13, lines 35-39 and column 18, lines 43- 
46). 
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22. As per claim 20, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 19 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for bid further includes the sub- 
step of publishing the request for bid via the server node to all of the sellers that are subscribed to 
one or more selected channels (see column 18, lines 43-46 and column 37, lines 2-5). 

23. As per claim 21, Walker et al. teaches the method of claim 19 described above. Walker 
et al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for bid further includes the sub- 
step of repeating the sub-steps of determining and forwarding until in the determining step a user 
node that received the request for bid decides to send the request for bid to the server node (see 
Fig. 30). 

24. As per claim 22, Walker et al. teaches a machine-readable medium encoded with a 
program for operating an online marketplace, said program containing instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

receiving a request for bid for a good or service from a purchaser, the request for bid not 
identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); 

transmitting the request for bid that does not identify the purchaser to a plurality of sellers 
via an electronic network (see column 7, lines 8-60); 

receiving at least one offer for the good or service from at least one of the sellers via the 
electronic network, the sellers sending the offers not knowing the identity of the purchaser that 
will receive the offers (see abstract and column 13, lines 54-56); and 

transmitting the offers to the purchaser (column 7, line 62-column 8, line 1). 
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25. As per claim 23, Walker et al. teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 22 
described above. Walker et al. further the machine-readable medium teaches wherein said 
program (see abstract) further contains instructions for performing the step of communicating a 
purchase order (see column 8, lines 1 1-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent 
of "purchase order" defines "purchase order 3 1 8 operates as an acceptance of the offer 
transmitted by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" 
in the application's specification) from the purchaser to one of the sellers that submitted an offer 
in order to purchase the good or service (see abstract and column 7, line 53-67), the purchase 
order (see column 8, lines 11-14, where "binding acceptance notification" is equivalent of 
"purchase order" defines "purchase order 3 1 8 operates as an acceptance of the offer transmitted 
by the seller 304 and forms a contract between the purchaser 302 and the seller 304" in the 
application's specification) identifying the purchaser (see Fig. 21, column 2, lines 7-10,column 
17, lines 3-12, column 18, lines 53-62 and column 52, lines 3-8). 

26. As per claim 24, Walker et al. teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 22 
described above. Walker et al. further teaches the machine-readable medium wherein said 
program further contains instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a statement of interest from a purchaser via the electronic network, the 
statement of interest not identifying the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); 

transmitting the statement of interest that does not identify the purchaser to the sellers via 
the electronic network (see column 7, lines 8-60) 
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receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of the 
sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information not knowing the identity of 
the purchaser (see column 7, lines 52-61); and 

transmitting the information to the purchaser (see column 7, lines 63-column 8, line 1). 

27. As per claim 25, Walker et al. teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 22 
described above. Walker et al. further teaches the machine-readable medium wherein the step of 
transmitting the request for bid includes the sub-steps of: 

receiving the request for bid at a first user node of the electronic network (see Fig. 1, abstract and 
column 37, lines 9-13) ; 

determining whether or not to send the request for bid to a server node (see Fig. 30, 
column 13, lines 35-39 and column 30, lines 3 1-34, where "A conventional personal computer or 
computer workstation with sufficient memory and processing capability may be used as central 
controller 200. In one embodiment it operates as a web server. . ." is equivalent of "a server 
node" ); 

forwarding the request for bid to a second user node of the electronic network through a 
direct connection (see column 9, lines 1-5), when it is determined not to send the request for bid 
to the server node (see column 37, lines 30-34); 

sending the request for bid to the server node for publication, when it is determined to 
send the request for bid to the server node (see column 13, lines 35-39 and column 18, lines 43- 
46). 
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28. As per claim 26, Walker et al. teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 25 
described above. Walker et al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for 
bid further includes the sub-step of publishing the request for bid via the server node to all of the 
sellers that are subscribed to one or more selected channels (see column 18, lines 43-46 and 
column 37, lines 2-5). 

29. As per claim 27, Walker et al. teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 25 
described above. Walker et al. further teaches wherein the step of transmitting the request for 
bid further includes the sub-step of repeating the sub-steps of determining and forwarding until 
in the determining step a user node that received the request for bid decides to send the request 
for bid to the server node (see Fig. 30). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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